
    April 2018 
                
 
Overview 
Nebraska is a non-OSHA state. Workplace safety is regulated by the Nebraska 
Department of Labor. Sate of Nebraska workplace safety programs shall meet or 
exceed OSHA recommended standards. The Nebraska Safety Council coordinates 
many workplace safety programs. NE-TF1 utilizes the Nebraska Safety Council as a 
resource to conduct forklift safety instruction to personnel assigned to the task force 
Logistics section. This includes instruction as forklift operators and/or as instructors 
through Train-the-Trainer programs. 
 
NE-TF1 Forklift Program 
Identified forklift operators can receive their safety training via the following methods: 
 
1.  Attend classroom courses conducted by the Nebraska Safety Council 
2.  Attend classroom courses conducted by a designated NE-TF1 forklift safety trainer 
3.  Access an internet based forklift safety program for refresher training such as:  
 www.free-training.com/osha/forklift/forkmenu.htm 
4.  Conduct practical skills training and assessments coordinated by a designated NE-
 TF1 forklift safety trainer 
 
When personnel are identified to receive initial forklift operator training, NE-TF1 usually 
utilizes the Nebraska Safety Council to instruct the classroom portion of the safety 
training. This classroom training includes 3-4 hours of instruction on the characteristics 
of various types of forklifts, inspection procedures, and operational and safety aspects 
of forklift operation. The Nebraska Safety Council is used to provide third party 
involvement in the process and is more cost effective. NE-TF1 pays the registration fee 
and personnel attend on their own time. In the event that initial classroom training 
cannot be conducted in a timely manner by the Nebraska Safety Council as needed to 
meet task force requirements, NE-TF1 can utilize a designated forklift trainer to conduct 
the classroom presentation. 
 
When NE-TF1 opts to conduct forklift training utilizing a designated NE-TF1 trainer, NE-
TF1 utilizes current curriculum meeting requirements per 29 CFR 1910.178. The 
training curriculum generally includes the instructor outline, training videos, student 
literature, and course exam.  
 
Practical Skills Training 
Personnel seeking forklift operator certification are introduced to the various types of 
forklifts that the task force possesses. This includes diesel and dual fuel forklifts of 
various sizes from 4K to 15 K. The NE-TF1 designated safety trainer or other currently 
qualified personnel can provide an overview of the operation of each forklift. Skills 
training or experience is gained by each individual as observed by the safety trainer or 
other qualified operators.  
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Practical Skills Assessment 
All forklift operators shall successfully complete a driver’s practical skills course as set 
up by a designated NE-TF1 forklift safety trainer. The operator will successfully execute 
the practical skills course in order to be eligible to be qualified as a forklift operator. 
Practical skills evaluations may be required when an operator is involved in an accident 
involving a forklift or when a supervisor recognizes that the skills of the operator are 
deficient. 
 
Refresher Training 
All qualified forklift operators will conduct refresher training on a periodic basis. This 
may include internet-based training programs, classroom instruction, review of forklift 
operator and/or safety videos, forklift operator written examination, and/or practical skills 
assessments. Practical skills assessments will be conducted every 3 years or as 
necessary to ensure the capability of each operator to safely and effectively operate 
each type of forklift. 
 
Forklift Training & Qualification Records 
Records indicating initial forklift training, practical skills assessments, and any 
subsequent refresher or recertification training shall be maintained in the forklift 
operator’s files in the administrative offices of Nebraska Task Force 1. Records may be 
scanned or imaged into electronic format to reduce paper files. Certificates of 
qualification shall be produced and provided to each operator. Forklift operator 
qualification ID cards shall be issued to qualified operators to keep on their ID lanyards 
for deployment identification purposes.  
 
Forklift Trainer Qualifications 
Designated NE-TF1 forklift trainers shall attend the Nebraska Safety Council or other 
recognized Train-the-Trainer course designed to qualify personnel as trainer/evaluators. 
Trainers will attend refresher training as may be needed when regulations change or as 
may be required to maintain trainer/evaluator status. Designated trainers will conduct 
forklift courses and practical skills assessments regularly to maintain skills needed to 
perform qualification testing for forklift operators. Trainers shall review the various 
regulations in preparation for each course delivery and as required to maintain a 
knowledge base as a trainer/evaluator.  


