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Item:    Laerdal Suction Units   
 
Group:   Medical 
 
Responsibility:  Medical Specialist 
 
Maintenance Interval: Monthly / Quarterly 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Procedures to be completed: 
 
Performance Testing 
On a monthly basis the LSU should be tested by the user to verify its proper operation 
and determine the approximate capacity of the rechargeable batteries contained in the 
Power Pack.  The simple steps listed below will help avoid unsatisfactory operation and 
assure that the unit is always ready for emergency use.   
  
Monthly 
This test is recommended to assure that no parts are missing from the unit and the 
battery has sufficient capacity.   
 
1. Switch the Power Pack to full speed and block the suction tube by placing  
 a finger over the end of the suction tubing.  A strong vacuum effect should be 
 felt during alternate blocking and unblocking (finger on and off) the tube opening.   
2. Block the tube opening with finger and switch the Power Pack to the “off” 
 position.  Though vacuum effect will slowly diminish, it should be felt for at least  
           30 sec after being turned off.  
3. An alternate check would be to switch the unit on “full” and suction 500ml of 
 water through the suction tube.  With all parts in place and reasonable battery 
 capacity, that amount of water should be aspirated within 15 seconds.   
 
Quarterly 
The following test should be performed at least four times a year to assure that Power 
Pack batteries have sufficient reserve capacity to operate the Suction Unit for a 
minimum of 20 minutes at full speed.   
 
1. Place the Laerdal Suction Unit on charge for 24 hours.   
2. Then, disconnect the Charger and switch Power Pack to “Full”.   
3. If unit stops within 20 minutes, recharge again for 24 hours and repeat test.   
4. If unit fails a second time, replace the complete Battery Set.   
 
NOTE:  During testing, be sure suction tubing is not blocked.   
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