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Overview 
The NETF1 Logistics group coordinates the periodic maintenance of items in the US&R 
equipment cache.  Team members from the medical, communications, rescue, 
technical, and WMD groups assist logistics personnel to execute the periodic 
maintenance and service requirements of the cache. Personnel performing scheduled 
maintenance refer to manufacturer’s recommended maintenance and operational 
procedures to keep the equipment cache in a constant state of readiness. NETF1 
logistics utilizes a cache maintenance matrix that provides a guide to the maintenance 
and service intervals required for the various groups of equipment and supplies.  
Information from the matrix is transferred to an annual calendar where dates are 
assigned and personnel designated to perform the required maintenance or service. 
 
Food/Water/Fuel/Toilet Supplies 
NETF1 monitors the expiration dates or rotation cycles of these items to ensure that 
they are ready for deployment. Items are purchased prior to expiration to replace 
supplies prior to becoming outdated.   
 
Batteries 
NETF1 maintains disposable and rechargeable batteries in the equipment cache. 
Disposable batteries are rotated out of stock prior to their expiration date and replaced 
as needed. Those removed from the cache are utilized for training purposes whenever 
possible. NETF1 maintains a charging “bank” for all rechargeable batteries. These 
batteries are exercised per manufacturer’s recommended procedures to maintain 
readiness capability and service life expectancy. 
 
Medical Cache 
NETF1 has a cooperative Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with Bryan/LGH Hospital 
Pharmacy to maintain the majority of the medicines, vaccines, schedule drugs, and IV 
fluids required by the cache list. This agreement produces a pharmacy cache that is 
maintained by hospital staff. Whenever possible, the pharmacy rotates items prior to 
their expiration dates and there is reduced annual maintenance cost to the task force. 
Some items are specific to the US&R program and, upon their expiration, the costs 
involved to replace these items is billed to the task force.  The hospital regularly 
forwards an updated expiration list to NETF1 so that the equipment cache database can 
be kept current with the status of the pharmacy cache.  
 
NETF1 maintains a limited amount of medications/preparations in the equipment cache 
that the pharmacy does not provide. This includes some controlled medications, 
surgical hygiene items, and the canine medications. NETF1 medical personnel assist 
logistics on a monthly basis to monitor the expiration dates on these items and they are 
replaced as needed. 
 
NETF1 contracts with the defibrillator vendor to perform semi-annual certification 
checks and program updates to the equipment. Other equipment, such as suction 
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devices, ventilation equipment, and I-Stat monitor periodically checked for proper 
function by NETF1 personnel. Maintenance or repair is directed to the manufacturer or 
local area distributor. NETF1 regularly evaluates the condition of all expendable items in 
the medical cache to ensure that the quality of the items have not diminished while in 
storage.  Any item identified as no longer usable or questionable is replaced as funding 
permits. 
 
Rescue Cache 
Many items in the rescue cache required periodic service to ensure reliability upon 
deployment. NETF1 logistics personnel regularly perform operational checks of air, gas, 
electric, and hydraulic equipment. Periodic maintenance and/or repairs are completed 
by logistics personnel whenever possible utilizing manufacturer’s recommended 
procedures and quality OEM parts, when available. Some repairs are referred to a 
distributor or manufacturer when circumstances indicate. Rope rescue and heavy 
rigging equipment is inspected after each usage session by rescue team personnel and 
heavy rigging specialists and determination of serviceability is made.   
 
Technical Cache 
The technical cache includes equipment for structures specialists, technical information 
specialists, and technical search specialists. Rechargeable batteries for some of these 
items are maintained in the charging “bank” mentioned earlier.  All cameras and 
listening devices are subjected to periodic operational checks. Service is referred to 
authorized repair facilities when required. Expendable items such as video and audio 
tapes and film are rotated as scheduled or as indicated by expiration dates. Structural 
evaluation equipment is checked regularly by and calibration performed by qualified 
service personnel, when needed. 
 
HazMat/WMD 
The WMD/Hazmat cache equipment requires significant time to maintain. Monitoring 
equipment is run through operational checks and calibration procedures on a monthly 
basis. Some radiological monitoring equipment is required to be calibrated by the 
authorized service providers and is sent in when required. Expendable supplies such as 
calibration gases and colormetric tubes are replaced as needed. Other sampling items 
such as BioCapture solutions and M256 sampling kits require monitoring of expiration 
dates. PPE items, such as Level A suits, require periodic pressure test certifications 
which are conducted by NETF1 personnel. Operational checks are conducted on 
kerosene fueled equipment such as the flash water heater and fresh air heaters. 
Hazmat specialists assist logistics with the ongoing effort to keep equipment in a state 
of readiness.  
 
Communications 
Communications specialists conduct periodic operational checks and maintenance of all 
communications equipment. This includes radio programming and frequency 
evaluations to ensure all equipment is operating as optimum performance. Satellite and 
cell phones are kept in a state of readiness for use in the initial stages of deployment. 
GPS units are updated periodically with software updates obtained by downloads from 
vendor websites. All power generating equipment used by communications is operated 
and maintained per manufacturer’s recommended procedures. 
 



Logistics 
All other cache items are inspected and stored according to manufacturer’s 
recommended procedures. Expendable items are periodically replaced to ensure 
quality. Fire extinguishers are serviced annually by contract with local vendor.  Tents, 
sinks, showers, and other base of operations items are inspected during scheduled 
training or BoO exercises for wear, damage, and/or repairs needed. Cache containers 
are inspected for damage during routine maintenance.  Identification and hazardous 
material labels are replaced or updated as needed.   
 
Record Keeping 
NETF1 currently utilizes a maintenance file system and equipment check sheets to 
record periodic maintenance of batteries, monitoring equipment, and gas-powered tools. 
NETF1 continues to build a maintenance record keeping system in Microsoft Access 
that include the ability to produce reports of the schedule for periodic 
maintenance/service assignments for equipment, expiration dates for expendable items, 
and service life information for cache items. 
 


