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US&R GENERAL MEMORANDUM – 2019-083 

September 11, 2019 

FOR:  National Urban Search & Rescue Response System 
Task Force Representatives 

FROM: Fred Endrikat, Chief 
Urban Search and Rescue Branch 

SUBJECT: US&R General Memorandum 2019-083 – 18th Anniversary of September 11, 2001
  

Another anniversary of September 11th, 2001 is upon us.  My thoughts again turn to the National Urban 
Search & Rescue Response System’s response to the collapsed structures at the Pentagon and the World 
Trade Center caused by the terrorist attack on that day, and the significant lasting mark that they have 
left on our System. 

During a ceremony at the Pentagon in 2008, President George W. Bush remarked: “One of the worst 
days in America’s history saw some of the bravest acts in Americans’ history. We’ll always honor the 
heroes of 9/11. And here at this hallowed place, we pledge that we will never forget their sacrifice.” 
 
Please take some time today to reflect on the events of September 11, 2001 and honor the memory of all 
who perished in the attacks, with a special thought for those in our System from New York Task Force 
One (especially Chief Ray Downey, Fire Department of New York) who died in the line of duty.  Please 
also keep in your thoughts the family members, friends, and co-workers of those members of New York 
Task Force One.  Additionally, your thoughts for those responders who have succumbed to or are battling 
serious illness as a result of their work at both the World Trade Center and the Pentagon would be valued. 
 
As I wrote to you fourteen years ago while serving as your National Task Force Leader Representative 
– the events of that day and their effect on the National Urban Search & Rescue Response System are 
still hard to comprehend.  There is still a great deal of work left to do for our System and for the 
citizens that we serve, and there is no better way to honor the memory of those in our System who 
perished that day than to keep our focus forward and continue to strive to make this System the most 
effective that it can be. 
 
Thank you for all of the work that each of you continue to do so selflessly for the National Urban 
Search & Rescue Response System. It reaffirms the strength of this System and honors the legacy of 
those who have gone before us.  I assure you that your efforts, your service, and your dedication are 
not taken for granted.  It continues to be a privilege to serve with you. 
cc:  
 US&R Strategic Group 
 US&R Advisory Group 
 US&R Branch Staff 
 Regional/International ESF #9 Representatives 
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