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US&R GENERAL MEMORANDUM – 2018-110a 
April 3, 2019 

FOR:  National Urban Search & Rescue Response System 
Task Force Representatives and Program Managers 

FROM: Dean Scott, Chief 
  Operations Section 

Urban Search and Rescue Branch 

SUBJECT: US&R General Memorandum 2018-110a - (Revised) Advisory Organization – 
21-Day Review – 2018 FEMA Approved Equipment Cache List Updates 

This revision provides the adjudication for all comments received during this 21-day review. 

The National Urban Search and Rescue (US&R) Response System (the System) FEMA Approved 
Equipment Cache List is now reviewed for necessary updates on an annual basis.   

The Equipment Subgroup, in collaboration with associated Subgroups, has identified a list of 
proposed changes to the 2018 FEMA Approved Equipment Cache List.  The proposed changes are 
required to maintain the FEMA Approved Equipment Cache List in an up-to-date status.  Based on 
this, the Logistics Functional Group submitted recommendation LG-2018-003 2018 FEMA Cache 
List Changes (09-26-2018).  System task forces are asked to review and comment on the 
recommendation and its related documents as to whether System needs are addressed, process 
changes identified, budgetary impacts considered, and appropriate courses of action are included. 

Information and the US&R Comment Review Form  are available in the LG-2018-003 2018 FEMA 
Cache List Changes (09-26-2018) site at: https://www.responsesystem.org/recommendations.  
Comments must be submitted online using the System’s US&R Comment Review Form.  For every 
comment being made a new form needs to be submitted; do not combine comments into one form.  
If a task force accepts the document as reviewed, one comment form should be submitted 
stating that the task force has no comment.  Task Force Representatives should ensure that 
all comments are submitted by December 21, 2018, 16:30 EDT.  Upon comment adjudication, 
if further work is required for the document to be supported, it will be sent back for additional 
work, and resubmission into the approval process. 

Questions regarding this document review process may be directed to the appropriate Divisional 
Task Force Representative or the Advisory Group Chair. 

Attachments: 
 Cache list adjudication form 
cc: 
 US&R Strategic Group 
 US&R Advisory Group 
 US&R Branch Staff 
 FEMA Regional/Federal/International ESF #9 Representatives 

https://www.responsesystem.org/recommendations


National Urban Search and Rescue Response System
Document Review Comment Form

# Task
Force

Page
#

Line
# Comment:

Recommended Solution Language: (Comments 
will be rejected unless solution language is 

proposed)

Classification:
(A) = Admin

(S) = Substantive
(C) = Critical

Adjudication result:
Concur (change made); 

Partially-concur (with explanation); or
Non-concur (justification provided)

1 AZ-TF1 Logist
ics 

Sectio
n

Shelte
r 

Group

Due to the overall functionality, portability, 
and weight of product, this tent system 
should be considered to replace Western 
Shelter products for sheltering capabilities.  
Given the dynamic nature of system 
resources during responses, and the 
regularity of utilizing existing structures as a 
temporary Base Camp, it's rare to establish a 
static home base with the Western Shelter 
products.  

S - Substantive Non-concur - The new tent is intended for 
use during MRP mobilizations

2 CA-TF1  CA-TF1 has no comment.
3 CA-TF2 1 2 Reducing the amount of chargers will not 

help the team.  These items are necessary for 
team readiness.

Keep all chargers for MRP deployment 
support.  The idea of the use of clamshells is 
not appropriate.  The use of clamshells cuts 
the power output of the radio in half, thus 
decreases the range in half.

C - Critical Concur - The WG has identifed the need for 
the current cache amount to support MRP 
deployment models.

4 CA-TF2 1 3 Reducing the amount of chargers will not 
help the team.  These items are necessary for 
team readiness.

Keep all chargers for MRP deployment 
support.  The idea of the use of clamshells is 
not appropriate.  The use of clamshells cuts 
the power output of the radio in half, thus 
decreases the range in half.  The plan is to 
remove clamshells.

C - Critical Concur - The WG has identifed the need for 
the current cache amount to support MRP 
deployment models.

5 CA-TF2 1 4 Reducing the amount of chargers will not 
help the team.  These items are necessary for 
team readiness.

Keep all chargers for MRP deployment 
support.  The idea of the use of clamshells is 
not appropriate.  The use of clamshells cuts 
the power output of the radio in half, thus 
decreases the range in half.  The plan is to 
remove clamshells.

C - Critical Concur - The WG has identifed the need for 
the current cache amount to support MRP 
deployment models.

6 CA-TF2 1 5 No reduction.  The cups support the APX 
platform.  They take little if no space.  These 
items are necessary for team readiness.

Keep the adapters.  They take little to no 
space and support the new APX platform

C - Critical Concur - The WG has identifed the need for 
the current cache amount to support MRP 
deployment models.

Equipment Subgroup
21-day Review - 2019 FEMA Approved Equipment Cache ListDocument reviewed:

Review comments adjudicateded by:
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7 CA-TF2 1 9 No reduction.  Supports; main cache, MRPs, 
and training.

Keep the amount.  The additional computers 
can be used by MRPs as to not be parasitic to 
the main cache equipment   They can also be 
used for training classes

C - Critical Not sure what item is referenced by this 
comment

8 CA-TF2 1 9 No reduction.  Supports programing 
repeaters and radios

Keep the amount.  These ruggedized laptops 
are the only ones that have a serial port to 
connect a programing cable to.  This is a have 
to keep.

C - Critical Concur - Remains on cache

9 CA-TF2 2 4 No reduction.  Supports current computers Keep the current amount.  These are to 
support the 12 laptops.  As stated, this will 
support MRPs and training classes also 

C - Critical Not sure what item is referenced by this 
comment

10 CA-TF2 2 5 No reduction.  Supports current computers Keep the current amount.  These are to 
support the 12 laptops.  As stated, this will 
support MRPs and training classes also 

C - Critical Not sure what item is referenced by this 
comment

11 CA-TF2 2 6 No reduction.  Supports current computers Keep the current amount.  These are to 
support the 12 laptops.  As stated, this will 
support MRPs and training classes also 

C - Critical Not sure what item is referenced by this 
comment

12 CA-TF2 2 7 No reduction.  Supports current computers Keep the current amount.  These are to 
support the 12 laptops.  As stated, this will 
support MRPs and training classes also 

C - Critical Not sure what item is referenced by this 
comment

13 CA-TF2 2 17 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

14 CA-TF2 2 18 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

15 CA-TF2 2 19 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

16 CA-TF2 2 20 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

17 CA-TF2 2 21 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

18 CA-TF2 2 22 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

19 CA-TF2 2 23 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2
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20 CA-TF2 3 1 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

21 CA-TF2 3 2 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

22 CA-TF2 3 3 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

23 CA-TF2 3 4 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

24 CA-TF2 3 5 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

25 CA-TF2 3 6 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

26 CA-TF2 3 7 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

27 CA-TF2 3 8 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

28 CA-TF2 3 9 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

29 CA-TF2 3 10 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

30 CA-TF2 3 11 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

31 CA-TF2 3 12 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

32 CA-TF2 3 13 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

33 CA-TF2 3 14 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

34 CA-TF2 3 15 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

35 CA-TF2 4 1 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2

36 CA-TF2 4 2 Reduce to 2. It should reflect 2 units.  This is per the 
Comm working group

C - Critical Concur - Reduced to 2
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37 CA-TF6 I agree with the requested changes on the 
cache list.

A  - Admin

38 CO-TF1 8 WC-
0110.

00

The justification for removing the Swimmer 
Rescue Board is not accurate. "Our members 
have never utilized the board in any actual 
rescue or in a training environment where 
it's use was not a specific object".

The boards were used by our team during 
the 2013 Colorado floods. Removing the 
boards takes the ability away from the teams 
that use the boards as part of their rescue 
operation. This is a safety issue for these 
teams that use the rescue boards for 
transportation and personal safety in the 
swift water environment. Not all swift water 
teams use the "live bait" rescue option and 
by removing these from the cache list 
decreases our level of service in our 
operation and creates a safety concern. 

Curriculum should not be mandated for 
participating teams and by removing the 
boards they are defining curriculum. This 
should be a rescue manager decision not a 
committee decision. 

It is our TF recommendation to leave the 
swimmer rescue boards on the cache list and 
leave it up to the TF if they want to use them 
or not. 

Also, if the TF's are concerned with the 
$429.95 price CO-TF1 has found equivalent 
boards for $100.  

S - Substantive
C - Critical

 Concur - Quantity stays the same
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39 CO-TF1 7 RE-
0107.

00

* tool selection and application - The number 
one issue with removing the oxy-acetylene. 
*It appears we are only thinking of one 
discipline - Structural Collapse. We are a 
Rescue group following the disciplines set 
forth in NFPA 1670 and 1006.  We need the 
ability to perform an array of skills using the 
appropriate tools to mitigate the issue and to 
not limit the rescuers ability to choose the 
proper tool for the rescue or situation they 
are presented.  We are to create access and 
egress openings with specialized tools and 
equipment which complements victim care 
and removal.  A good example is Machine 
rescue and entanglement concerns.  The 
Petrogen is a great torch in certain situations 
but should not be forced into all aspects of 
Rescue.  In many situations the light up 
procedure and fine cuts, with the Cache list 
recommendation of removing the 
Oxygen/Acetylene Torch, cannot provide the 
cut needed.
*In addition if the torch is removed, the SCS 
curriculum will need to be revised.  

We recommend keeping the 
Oxygen/Acetylene Torch kit. Yes it is has 
strict shipping requirements, but is an 
essential tool in our rescue world.

If it is determined to still remove this torch, 
we recommend adding the finer cutting tips 
to the Petrogen cutting systems, in addition 
to the demo tips that are currently listed

S - Substantive
C - Critical

Concur - Remains on cache

40 IN-TF1 General Comment: Several items especially 
the communications equipment doesn't have 
pricing.  The equipment cache list should 
have pricing for all items.  All the items in the 
communications that is listed has new 
should have a individual price or unless they 
are part of a kit.  

Have pricing for each item.  The list could be 
approved and we have no idea what the cost 
of these items are.

A  - Admin No comment
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41 IN-TF1 2 Tablet
s

So have we changed the number and type of 
tablets from the IPADS to Samsung tablets to 
work with ATAC?  Not sure why we would 
keep the IPADS when ATAC currently only 
works with non-apple products.

A  - Admin Intended for Comm Spec use not search data 
collection

42 IN-TF1 3 Shelte
r

General Question:  Is this new tent in 
addition too the Western Shelter?  

A  - Admin Affirmative - Intended for MRP use

43 IN-TF1 4 Task 
Force 
Suppo

rt

What logo?  If this is approved then can 
management of the task force still wear the 
team logo uniforms (i.e. black shirt with tan 
pants).  

If the logo is the FEMA US&R then can that 
be sent to each team so that we can have the 
electronic version to send to have the shirts 
completed.

A  - Admin No comment

44 IN-TF1 4 Medic
al, 

Patien
t 

assess
ment, 
Ultras
ound

Are medical team managers support the 
addition of the Portable Ultrasound.

We need to add Ultrasound Gel on the 
equipment cache or will that be explained in 
the preamble that we can purchase the gel to 
support the Ultrasound machine.

S - Substantive Afirmative according to Medical Subgroup 
survey

45 MA-TF1 7 3 Cache ID# is incorrect Cache ID# is incorrect A  - Admin Concur
46 MD-TF1 4 12 Don't mandate that Task Forces increase to 

120 cases of MRE's, you will be required to 
have 120 for an ARE.

Set a minimum at 72 cases and a maximum 
of 120

Non-Concur - Quantity sufficient to provide 
for 80 personnel, 3 meals a day for 72 hours

47 MD-TF1 5 20 No need for a 12,000 dollar ultra sound 
machine, highly doubt anyone is trained to 
read the results or see a practical purpose 
for the machine in SAR ops

have patient transported to the closest 
medical facility.

A  - Admin Non-Concur - Meeting the current standard 
of care for most ED
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48 MD-TF1 7 4 There are already 10 foot chain hoists with 
the same capacity in the cache, is there 
specific need for a 20' chain hoist with the 
same capacity?

Ask rescue sub group for clarification. Non-Concur - Long flex core beams, "T" and 
Double "T" beam will likely require greater 
reach to maintain safer angles.

49 MD-TF1 7 20 On page 7 of the list of proposed changes to 
the cache, there is a proposal to remove the 
Hilti Laser Pointer used to measure 
distances.  Justifications are that the unit 
listed in the cache is no longer available and 
that there are other tools in the cache that 
preform the same function.I am unaware of 
any other tools we have in our cache that do 
what the Hilti Laser Pointer does.  The 
updated total station does do electronic 
distance measuring, but it is not intended for 
use on a rapid assessment.  It needs to be set 
up on a tripod and is not readily usable on a 
rubble pile to measure distances for setting 
up cranes  etc

 While the listed model of the laser pointer is 
no longer available, Hilti has an updated 
version of the laser pointer available that 
performs the same functions and costs less.

Non-Concur - Deleted per StS Subgroup

50 NJ-TF1 NJ-TF1 Has no comments and accepts the list 
as is.

51 NY-TF1 NY supports as written.
52Select One 6 18,19,

20
keep the quantity the same, weight and cube 
on saw zaw blades are minimal.

Don't reduce the QTY. Non-Concur - The carbide tipped blades out 
last bi-metal blades about 20:1, the rescue 
group gives considerable thought about 
overall effectiveness of cube and best 
utilization of space vs cost. Also keep in mind 
that re-cip saw blades can be shipped 
anywhere at a moments notic
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53 StS
Subgro

up

7 1921
RH-01

This comment is being made by the 
Structures Sub Group.  In the Description, 
delete "for rigging" and replace with "for 
securing loads."  This product is not rated for 
overhead lifting of loads, but only for 
securing loads.  The chain ends are Grade 70 
which is not rated for overhead lifting.  The 
chain and accessories in the cache are Grade 
80 or 100 and are rated for overhead lifting. 
Previously there was wire rope and wire 
rope clips for this purpose, but they have 
been removed from the cache list.

In the Description, delete "for rigging" and 
replace with "for securing loads."  

In the Justification, delete "fully compatible" 
from the second sentence and replace with 
"compatible".

A  - Admin Concur - Changes made

54 TN-TF1 7 5 TN-TF1 would like to keep the 
Oxy/acetylene torch on the approved cache 
list. This request is due to a larger number of 
members trained to operate the 
Oxy/acetylene torch.    

Remove Delete under notes section S - Substantive Concur - Remains on cache

55 TX-TF1 Task Force accepts as written. A  - Admin
56 VA-TF1 1 CB-

0106.
00

Would like the qty allowed to be 6. This 
would allow for multiple chargers at the base 
of operations, as well as forward base of ops 
as needed. Additionally, this would provide 
with the ability to support MRPs as needed. 

Qty 6 S - Substantive Concur - The WG has identifed the need for 
the current cache amount to support MRP 
deployment models.

57 VA-TF1 1 CB-
0105.

00

Qty to 6 not 4. To meet our recommendation 
of 6 chargers to allow for BOO and Forward 
BOO ops, as well as MRPs

Qty: 6 S - Substantive Concur - The WG has identifed the need for 
the current cache amount to support MRP 
deployment models.

58 VA-TF1 1 CI-
0108.

01

This model is already outdated. Would like it 
to be: 

RR230400-100NES

Need updated model already... S - Substantive Concur

8
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59 VA-TF1 1 22 - 
Rugge
dized 
Tablet

Two items:
1) Believe ruggedized is mis-spelled. 
2) We do not believe in the utility of 
purchasing ruggedized tablets. We are 
already purchasing tablets that can / have 
been used in the field that are not ruggedized 
and have had great success. Why do we need 
a separate set of tablets that are ruggedized? 
The cost is minimal to purchase a waterproof 
case instead of a ruggedized tablet. 

DELETE item. We are getting rid of the 
ruggedized laptops so why would we need to 
purchase rugged tablets. 

A  - Admin
S - Substantive

Non-Concur - With the experience of the WG, 
we have agreed that the advantages of a 
ruggedized tablet is warrented.  It is not just 
water issues but the ability to operate in 
very hot environments.  On the topic of 
ruggedized laptops, the WG has identified 
that they are needed for programing 
repeaters in astere conditions such as rain or 
high humitity evironments.  Another key 
feature is the access to a serial port 
connection.  This is required for programing 
of the current repeaters.  Also these laptops 
must support older operating systems that 
are required for the old repeater software.

60 VA-TF1 1 HA-
0125.

00 
and 
HA-

0123.
00

Has there been a change in conop or is this 
increase supposed to be a direct replacement 
for the AreaRae? If direct replacement, does 
this meter meet that requirement?

We do not believe this is a direct 
replacement and therefore do not agree with 
increasing the number of the 5 gas meters. 
With this increase we could outfit every 
hazmat spec on the team with a 5 gas meter 
on a mission. 

S - Substantive No change in CONOP. RAE has discontinued 
current AreaRae.

61 VA-TF1 1 64 - 
Wide 
Area 
Searc

h 
Boots 

Wide Area Search Boots - Agree with adding 
to the cache list, however would like a 
requirement that the boots be of a color 
other than black. This would allow for team 
managers to quickly observe which boots are 
being worn by their members to ensure the 
proper footwear is being utilized. (Black 
would be Tech Rescue - Structural Collapse, 
other color would be Wide Area Search)

Add: Color other than black to the 
description requirement. 

S - Substantive Concur - Description states TAN

9
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62 VA-TF1 1 LE-
0121 
and 
RF-

0135.
00 

and 
RF-

0135.
01 

and 
TA-

0109.
04

We do not agree with the complete removal 
of spray paint from the cache. Utilization of 
paintsticks have their place, however when 
marking the street/ground, spray paint is 
still the most effective. This includes both 
street markings during search but also base 
of operations, landing zones, etc. With the 
use of paint tips, spray paint is still effective 
for dedicated marking requirements. 

Reduce spray paint to 1/2 of previous 
allotment and add the paintsticks to 1/2 the 
new quantity

C - Critical Concur - Rescue Sub Group sees value in 
adding paint sticks as a marking option and 
as a good option for a marker when flying.

63 VA-TF1 1 RD-
0102.

05

This is a diamond metal steel cutting blade 
not an abrasive blade. 

Update description - this is not an abrasive 
blade

S - Substantive Concur - We will update description, thanks.

64 VA-TF1 1 155 - 
Searc

h 
Camer

a

Would this be an additional camera or is this 
an option? How many search cameras are 
required and of what styles? 

Identify total number of cameras required 
and provide this camera as an option. 

C - Critical The Search Subgroup requests that this  
camera be added as an option. As discussed,  
the Search subgroup is NOT requesting an  
increrase in the total number of cameras  
deployed. These cameras can be from  TF-
0101 / TF-0106 (no longer supported) /  TF-
0115 / TF-0121 / TF-0122 and this new  
camera. It is suggested that task forces  
strongly consider having a variety of 
cameras.  Consider no more than two of any 
one  camera.  

65 VA-TF1 1 120 - 
Paint 
Pen 

The model identified is not found on the 
Markel Website. Please update. 

Update the model number. The number 
listed is no longer available. 

C - Critical Concur - updated

10
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66 VA-TF1 1 MF-
0123.

00

We do not agree with this increase...this is 
not our job.  Unless Medical is expecting to 
care for opiod issues under our mandate, 
protecting the team, why would we need 
these?  If we have to use them to protect our 
team...something has gone horribly wrong.  If 
we are using these for public 
interactions...we are expanding our mission 
and this is not enough.

Do not increase quantity S - Substantive Non-Concur - Statistical data for increased 
occurance over general population

67 VA-TF1 1 MS-
0131 

Understand the intent, but what is available 
should the task force be required to ship 
blood for evaluation or testing? This is a 
specific need to be compliant with shipping 
requirements. The shipping of blood samples 
would likely be required in the event of an 
LODD. 

Recommended reducing to qty 1 (case) 
instead of complete deletion. 

S - Substantive Non-Concur - removed from cache per 
Medical Subgroup 

68 VA-TF1 1 MR-
0147.

00

New product is not a direct replacement 
item. The new item is a treatment for and not 
a preventative. Utilization of moleskin is 
often preventative and we believe it should 
remain. 

Keep moleskin as identified. ADD new 
product in addition to (new cache list 
number)

S - Substantive Partially Concur - intended for wound care 
not prevention

69 VA-TF1 1 VA-TF1 concurs with all items not 
commented on. 

VA-TF1 concurs with all items not 
commented on. 

A  - Admin

70 WA-TF1 Comp
uters  

CI-
0105.

00

Agree to eliminate the Toughbooks, but leave 
the total quantity for computers at 12.

leave the total quantity for computers at 12. S - Substantive Partially concur - Toughbook needed for 
radio programming
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proposed)

Classification:
(A) = Admin

(S) = Substantive
(C) = Critical

Adjudication result:
Concur (change made); 

Partially-concur (with explanation); or
Non-concur (justification provided)

Equipment Subgroup
21-day Review - 2019 FEMA Approved Equipment Cache ListDocument reviewed:

Review comments adjudicateded by:

71 WA-TF1 RaeLi
nk3 

Mesh 
Mode

m 
Syste

m   
HA-

0123.
00

Do we really need 8?? Recommend 4. A  - Admin Yes due to AreaRae deletion

72 WA-TF1 MRE's  
LB-

0105.
00

Do we really need 120 cases??  How many 
have actually exhausted their supply?

Recommend staying at 60. S - Substantive Non-Concur - Quantity sufficient to provide 
for 80 personnel, 3 meals a day for 72 hours
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